450
THE MEMOIRS OF
children, and we must consider them, and not venture too far.' He spoke further, as if, whenever a change happened, there would be a general pardon ; though he said he heard there was one from King James that crept up and down in the world, and that he was excepted in it; c but (said his lordship), as you know, I gave you some little hints of this change before you went down last (which were so obscure that I did not observe them), so you must tell me what you hear on the other side.' And indeed I loved him so well that I was ready enough to inform him of what related to the public for his private service, provided it was said in general, and not to the prejudice of any particular person, or a confidence fe-posed in me.
March 22. My Lord Privy Seal told me that the rebels (meaning the Scotch regiment) had yielded themselves to the King's mercy. Their officers would have had them to have fought, though the Dutch horse and dragoons were four times their number; but the common soldiers laid down their arms. His lordship further added that there was a confederacy in that revolt, but the parties durst not venture to appear. He told me more that they had now great hopes of Scotland, and it did after appear that the kirk party, which was for King William, was the more prevalent.
The truth is, King James lost his business by not appearing sooner in Ireland, or rather in Scotland ; but the winds were so contrary that he could not set out sooner from Brest. The Church of England was much laid at by some members of both Houses of Parliament, at this time King William seeming to favour Calvinism. For in the Lords' House it was strongly debated (and particularly by the Lord Privy Seal, which lost him some credit) that the taking of the sacrament should be no part of the test, according to the statute of King Charles II. ; and in the Hoxise of Commons it was as stiffly argued, in the debate of forming the coronation oath, that that part of